J28                       JAPAN MUST FIGHT BRITAIN
reduced the appropriations by one-third. But in spite of this,
if the revised programme only were carried out, the British
Navy would still be inferior to the American. Then John
Bull made one of his master-strokes : he cancelled a further
part of the Birkenhead programme to show the Americans
how little he cared ! And the fate of the amended Bill became
an open question.
England shows her hand.
Up to this time John Bull's diplomacy had been very
successful in concealing his real intentions, but very soon he
began to show his hand. The Big Navy party in England
had been highly indignant at the surrender of naval
supremacy to America, and they had left no stone unturned
to retain it in practice, though losing it in theory. In March
1928 a proposal to limit capital ships was introduced at
the Geneva Conference, and in July of that year an attempt
was made to reach a naval agreement with France.
The limitation of capital ships was to be in respect
of displacement and of calibre of guns. Also, the age limit
was to be extended. As England had, at the time, the two
latest dreadnoughts, the incomparable Nelson and Rodney,
America would, if this move were successful, drop to second
place in capital ship strength. And that was exactly what
John Bull was after.
The object of the agreement with France was to secure
her co-operation in resisting America's attempt to deprive
England of her naval supremacy. The details of it gave
England exactly what she had tried to get at the Three-
Power Conference at Geneva, and which America had been
at such pains to deny her.
Again the Americans got angry, and the Big Navy men
thumped their tubs to the tune of cWe told you so !' Even
President Coolidge rose in his wrath and made a violent
speech in favour of naval expansion. The matter could not
rest there ; an amended Navy Bill was passed by a majority
of 68 to 12 and approved by the President. It provided
for 15 io,ooo-ton cruisers with 8-in. guns, and one aircraft-
carrier, to be built by July i, 1931,
Anglo-American agreement.
England was startled. She abandoned the agreement